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INTRODUCTION

‘

snow and ice of the Harding lIcefield is broken only by the protruding
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icefield and flows down in a straight line into a beautiful basin of the
Resurrection River valley, where mature conifer forests grow and where
wildlife is abundant.

This Development Concept Plan serves to guide the development of
facilities in the Exit Glacier area of Kenai Fiords_Natijonal Park for_ a

e —————————————————————

|

I

Vm“f 4

]|

e




BACKGROUND

Passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act in
December 1980, which established Kenai Fjords National Park, authorized
the secretary of the interior to develon access_to the Hardina lcefisld

The committee reports accompanying the enabling legislation specifically
addressed the Exit Glacier area and directed the Natinonal Park Seryice io
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT

NATURAL RESOURCES

Geology

The Exit Glacier area lies in the central portion of the Kenai Peninsula in
southcentral Alaska. The eastern side of the peninsula is composed of
the Kenai Mountains, an element of the Pacific Mountain System. The
Kenai Mountains reach nearly 7,000 feet in elevation in some locations,
but most of the highest peaks in the park are between 5,000 and 6,000
feet.

The Harding lIcefield occupies the central section of the Kenai Mountains.
The i dv of the icefield i il iles _wide. but
smaller portions extend in all directions. The icefield is relatively flat |
but gently slopes downward from its center. The center attains an

elevation of more than 5,200 feet, while the edges are generally between
3,000 and 4,000 feet. ‘

Glaciers radiate out on all sides of the Harding Icefield and pour down
through valleys and over bedrock. The main body of the icefield appears
to be free of crevasses, but crevasses often develop at the top of the
glaciers and generally continue throughout their length. To the south
and_east of the_icefield the glaciers terminate in_ the Kenai Fiords. manv




Mountain goats inhabit the slopes around Exit Glacier year-round. No
comnrehensive studijes have been conducted: bowever some __aerial
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various locations in the Exit Glacier area is the product of occasional,
casual observations and extrapolation from studies of mountain goats in
other parts of the region. Up to 12 goats have been observed on the
mountainside to the north of the glacier, and as many as 100 goats have
reportedly been observed on this slope. Individual goats have been
observed in summer crossing in front of the toe of Exit Glacier from
south to north. Goats have also been observed within 200 feet of the
valley floor on the slope to the north side of the glacier, and they likely
spend the winter at the lower elevations and follow the retreating
snowline upward in the spring and summer.

Bald eagles, goshawks, sharp-shinned hawks, willow ptarmigan,
white-tailed ptarmigan, rock ptarmigan, and spruce grouse are also found
in the Exit Glacier area.

Pink, coho, and chum salmon are known to migrate through the

Resurrection River within t it__Glacier area. while re

found farther downstream. Dolly Varden occur throughout Resurrection
River. No fish are known to inhabit the silt-laden stream that issues
from Exit Glacier. ‘

CULTURAL RESOURCES

No cultural resources have been identified in the Exit Glacier area. Due
to the apparent' recent retreat of the glacier, it is anticipated that no
cultural resources of antiquity will be found in the project area. A



THE PLAN

This Development Concept Plan presents a package of developments for
the Exit Glacier area of Kenai Fjords National Park. These developments
will serve to further the opportunity for park visitors to see and
experience EXxit Glacier, the Harding lIcefield, and the flora and fauna of
the area. The Exit Glacier area will be the focus of glacier and icefield
viewing and interpretation in the park.

VEHICULAR ACCESS AND CIRCULATION

Resurrection River will be spanned by a permanent, two-lane bridge
suitable for buses, passenger cars, and recreational vehicles. The
bridge will also accommodate pedestrians, as a great deal of walking and
hiking in the Exit Glacier basin is anticipated. The bridge design should
not detract from the natural setting of the bridge site. :

Approximately 1.4 miles of the existing roadbed on NPS lands will be
improved by the application of fine gravels to achieve a high-quality
driving surface. These gravels will be obtained outside the park. No,
lateral expansion of the roadbed will be required. The last one-third mile
of the existing roadbed near the glacier will be converted to a trail
accessible to the handicapped.

At the end of the improved road a vehicle turnaround and a parking area
will be constructed. The parking area will be designed to accommodate 50
private vehicles and several buses; the design will provide for expansion
of the parking area should future demand warrant. Both the turnaround
and the parking area will be aravel surfaced. ‘

VISITOR CONTACT STATION

A visitor contact station will be located to the east or south of the
parking area at the end of the road. The rustic wood structure will be
capable of handling a maximum of 25 visitors. A large, attached porch

will provide space for about 25 more people seeking cowver from the
frequent rains. The overall sheltered area will be able to accommodate a
large bus tour group. Information describing the resources and

recreational opportunities in the Exit Glacier area will be provided in the
visitor contact station where there will be an information desk, publication
sales display, and interpretive displays.

The porch will have a "Welcome to the Kenai Fjords National Park" exhibit
that will include a locator map showing where Exit Glacier is in the park
and in relation to Seward. Orientation to the Exit Glacier area will be
aided by a map encompassing the area from Resurrection River to the
edge of the Harding lcefield. There will be an invitation to hike the
trails in the area. Safety information will be supplied on such topics as
icefal __rock sca i i i nd  wildli










RESEARCH

Studies should be conducted on a number of resources in the Exit Glacier
area. The information gained through these studies should aid in guiding
the development of visitor facilities, ensuring that the natural resources
are not adversely affected by development and visitation. This
information will also provide material for interpretive purposes. Research

shoiild _be_caonducted on the follgwing resources,
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Glaciology of the Harding lIcefield and Exit Glacier
Flora of the area



As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the
Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and
water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, and parks and ‘recreation
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The
department also has major responsibility for American Indian reservation
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.S.

administration.

Publication services were provided by the graphics and editorial staffs of
the Denver Service Center. NPS 1936



